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Happy Summer DRON Friends!  DOBIE TAILS 

We hope you are all enjoying the warm weather but if you are looking for a way to cool down, check out 
the article on winter gear.  It may give you the refreshment needed! 

We are asked all of the time by prospective fosters “how can you foster and let them go?” so we have a 
panel of volunteers to answer that question and a special story on how one of our volunteers let go of a 
long term foster. 

We also added a humor corner to make you smile with a “man on the street” news article. 

We’ve added a new innovative way for donations to come in that you might find interesting as well.  
Donations make the rescue roll and do what it needs to do and every dollar counts! 

We are also looking for homes for two of our longest standing boys:  Marcus and Dillon.  Please read 
their stories and share!  

All of this and more is yours to enjoy in this issue of Dobie Tails. 

For the next issue we would love you to share pictures of your dogs you have adopted from us and let’s 
celebrate their adoptions.  Please send a picture of your dog and when it was adopted (if you can’t 
remember the exact date that is fine) and let’s say “Happy Adoption Day” together.  Of course, when 
you have a rescue dog,  EVERY day is a happy adoption day.  Please email all pictures to us at 
dron95@yahoo.com 

Thank you so much for your support! 

Team DRON 
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Figure 1 Tyr and Zander are adopted brothers.  Their motto is "keep smiling, it makes people wonder what you've been up 
to."  
 We agree!  A smile is contagious.... 
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DRON is 
 
President:   Holli Sampson 
 
Vice President: Lisa Taylor 
 
Treasurer:  Kirk Sampson 
 
Secretary:  Mike Caniglia 
 
Board Members: Kevin Frahm 
 Carol Frahm 
 Cory Porter 
 
Newsletter: Holli Sampson, Kevin Frahm and Mike Caniglia 
 
Adoption Coordinator: Lisa Taylor 
And many, many other wonderful volunteers who work tirelessly to save lives! 
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WINTER GEAR 
 

How about a little Winter in July to help us all handle the heat and humidity?  We asked you to 
share photos of your dogs in Winter Gear and yourselves in DRON shirts in our last newsletter 
and here they are!  Hope it refreshes you. 
 

 
Figure 1 Dean and Sadie brave the snow. 
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Figure 2 The beautiful Coco and her Daddy snuggle and show us their DRON support.

Figure 3 Cru and Cain are a couple of young "bucks".

 

Doberman Rescue of Nebraska 

 
The beautiful Coco and her Daddy snuggle and show us their DRON support. 

Cru and Cain are a couple of young "bucks". 

 Summer 2018 
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Figure 4 Sweet Gus knows the best place to be on a winter day is snuggled in a blanket. 

 
Figure 5 Miles knows the best thing to do on a cold day is relax with a toy. 
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Figure 6 Pretty Layla has no worry about the cold, she has her coat to keep her warm. 

 

 
Figure 7 Grace is doubly warm:  in her winter coat (made by another DRON adopter who is her neighbor) and lying in the 
sun! 
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Figure 8 Kevin wasn't "chicken" to wear his DRON shirt here. 

 

 
Figure 9 Ruger says "ok Mom and Dad, I went outside in the cold and I modeled the coat for DRON......where's my treat?" 
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Figure 10 Sadie is ready to hit the trail and run with her ears protected.  She is listening carefully to Mom and Dad though. 

 

 
Figure 11 Selene (Miles’ sister - he is shown in earlier pic) isn't sure she wants the coat hiding her beauty....but....it is nice to 
be warm.... 
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Figure 12 Jake (formerly Yeager) and sister Keara are all dressed up and ready to go out and play. 

 
Figure 13 Charlotte went all the way to Big Bend National Park to model her shirt. 
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Figure 14 Capone, Stella and Jemma keep their feet warm as well with snow boots.  They are ready to go anywhere. 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 15 Cleo was stylin' in her coat and boots too. Page 11
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Figure 16 Dean and Sadie again - Dean isn't sure if having his ears covered makes him look like some sort of alien. 
 

 
Figure 17 Josie and Claire: Josie says "Mom, I look like a peasant.  Come on!" 
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Figure 18 Josie thinks this is much much better.  Claire is searching for hot chocolate.... 
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SUNBLOCK AND YOUR DOG:  IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

Recently I was at the vet with my dog and he is very fair skinned.  She asked me if I ever use sun block on 
him and I told her that I occasionally do when we are going to spend more time out in the sun.  She 
stated that it is important to pick a sun block that does not contain Zinc.  This is a main ingredient in a lot 
of sun blocks.  Zinc is not harmful on a dogs’ skin but if they ingest it, it can be toxic.  Dobermans are 
great dogs for licking things so not a good idea.  She said the best choice is a children’s sun block and 
check the ingredients.  Many of those do not contain Zinc. 
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PLEASE HELP MARCUS FIND A HOME 

 

My name is Marcus and my heart is broken.  I have been in the rescue for over a year.  I have watched 
other dogs get adopted and I sit and wonder what is wrong with me that no one has given me the 
forever home I dream about all day and every night. 

I am a WONDERFUL BOY.  I am an athlete who could play ball all day and I love to get attention and go 
for walks.  I am crate trained and house broken.  I love life but I sure don’t like not having a family to call 
my own and so wish the right home would claim me forever n ever! 

I am exuberant and have lots of energy so need an active home.  I know some basic commands and am 
eager to learn and to please.  I will chase cats and am a little too rough for cats or very small dogs.  I 
would do best with another dog that is female and submissive. 

I like car rides, playing ball, walking and getting loved on.  What is there not to like about me?  I just 
don’t understand why I have not been chosen but I know my turn will come and when it does I will be so 
happy and will make my forever home very happy too. 

Please review the rescue’s adoption requirements and territory and share this with qualified applicants.  
Those can be found at www.doberescue-ne.org as can the application to ask for me!  Thank you for 
helping me! 
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

 Name:  Katie Griger 

What do you do for a job? I am a full time veterinary student. 

How long have you had Dobermans? I have never owned a Doberman. 

How did you become involved in the rescue? I met the Doberman Rescue at the NHS Taylor Made 
Rescue Rally where I also met Ellajean and decided that these are the people and this is the breed I 
want to devote my time to. 

How many times have you been a foster failure? None 
 
How long have you been volunteering with DRON? Two years this February 2018 
 
What is your favorite DRON story or memory? I fostered Brennan a Doberman who changed everything 
for me. He grew to be a resource guarder of me so trying to learn how to deal with a behavior I hadn’t 
dealt with yet was quite the experience. Overall though, he was the sweetest boy who loved my 
pitbull Maggie and just proved how taking a dog out of the kennel can really change that dog’s ability 
to become “adoptable”. 
 
What advice or insight would you share with a new volunteer? I would say to come visit and experience 
what one afternoon is like with the Dobermans. Each dog has their own story resulting in their many 
quirks, good or bad. Handling the dogs and their personality is a job all in its own, although to see how 
the dogs grow into their own is just amazing and makes every moment worth it! Once you understand 
why we do what we do you will be able to find the job you like best in the rescue. 
 
What is the farthest you have ever driven to transport a rescued Doberman? I have not transported at 
all. 
 
Have you ever slept on a dog bed? I have in order to give up the couch to my dogs, they were just so 
cute all snuggled together under the freshly dried blankets I had for them! 
 
How many Dobermans will fit on your bed? I could fit many!  
 
What is your main role at DRON? My main role is to grab a dog from the kennel and bring them to a 
showing twice a month. At the showing we work on our skills for commands such as sit and lie down, 
as well as teach them that it is okay to interact and to not be afraid. I also try to grab the dogs from 
the kennel periodically for an extra walk and socialization and/or a bath. 
 
What life lessons have you learned from a Doberman? Don’t judge a book by its cover. All of these dogs 
have had a rough beginning although they all deserve love and a home.  I have learned that after a 
dog gets to interact with people more and more and experience what it is to be a happy dog, their 
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personality and outlook on life takes a 180. That is our job, to get them to become more confident and 
let their true selves shine.  

Do you consider yourself to be a collector, adopter, aficionado or foster failure? I consider myself to be 
a lover of dogs in general, but especially the Doberman. I am attracted to the breeds that are 
considered dangerous and sometimes are banned.  I do not believe these breeds to be of that nature 
so my goal in life is to present the best of these dogs, because each individual has a special light of 
their own. 
 
Whose house is it, yours or your Dobes? My house is my dog’s home including the couch, bed, etc. 
There are multiple dog beds around my house, although those serve for extra seats for the people 
who visit 
 
Is your Doberman the smart one or are you? I do not have a Doberman, although they are very smart 
and know just how to get their way so be careful so you remain in charge! 
 
Have you ever been subjected to noxious Doberman gas and how did you survive it? Yes I have febreeze 
I frequently need to use for puppy gas. 
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

 Name: Tami Regan 

What do you do for a job?   I do sales support for a distributor.  

How long have you had Dobermans?   Got my first one 19 years ago. 

How did you become involved in the rescue?  Through my first Dobie years ago. 

How many times have you been a foster failure?  Never, would have with Maggie though, and Brennan 
had it worked out with Jagger.   
 
How long have you been volunteering with DRON?  Between the two groups about 13 or 14 years. 
 
What is your favorite DRON story or memory?  The moment I saw Cheyenne for the first time.  Also, I 
would say every time I leave a pup in its new forever home, but one does stand out more than the 
others.  Doing the home visit for Katherine was a joy; I loved her and her kind spirit right from the 
first.  They wanted to look at a certain dog which I can’t even remember who it was.  I made them 
promise to go to the bookstore and meet a dog I was totally in love with.  Wasn’t his name Joe or 
something like that?  They did go meet him and ended up adopting him.  Fen was the only dog I ever 
met that I would say was as special as my Harley was.  He was a gem for sure!!   
 
What advice or insight would you share with a new volunteer?  The stories are often hard to hear and 
imagine but the rewards outweigh them far more.  Keep an open mind with people but go with your 
gut when you’re not sure.  And always remember, we are the voice of the pups and need to speak out 
when we feel the need.  If you see something that concerns you bring it to someone’s attention.  You 
may find out its all OK, but better safe than sorry.  Have fun, we are here to save and help find homes 
but the group is full of wonderful volunteers and we do have fun doing what we do.    
 
What is the farthest you have ever driven to transport a rescued Doberman?  Kansas City, MO 
 
Have you ever slept on a dog bed?  On the floor next to one more than once. 
 
How many Dobermans will fit on your bed?  If stacked right maybe 11. 
 
What is your main role at DRON?  Showing dogs and home visits when asked. 
 
What life lessons have you learned from a Doberman?  Don’t ever take life for granted, and not to 
seriously too.  Enjoy your meals and always be ready for a belly rub. 

Whose house is it, yours or your Dobes?  Always the dogs and cats in our home. 
 
Is your Doberman the smart one or are you?  Mine were always the smartest! 
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Have you ever been subjected to noxious Doberman gas and how did you survive it?  Yes and barely!   
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 

 Name:  Susan Sieck 

What do you do for a job?  Billing for Home Health Agency 

How long have you had Dobermans?  27 yrs 

How did you become involved in the rescue?  I initially adopted a dog & then started volunteering 

How many times have you been a foster failure? 0 
 
How long have you been volunteering with DRON? 10 months 
 
What is your favorite DRON story or memory?  Fostering my first rescue, what a learning moment this 
has been. 
 
What advice or insight would you share with a new volunteer?  Beware of the public, they do not know 
how silly they are. 
 
What is the farthest you have ever driven to transport a rescued Doberman? Kansas City 
 
Have you ever slept on a dog bed? Nope 
 
How many Dobermans will fit on your bed? 3 plus one pit mix & one cat. 
 
What is your main role at DRON?  Right now, it’s fostering. 
 
What life lessons have you learned from a Doberman?  Patience  

Do you consider yourself to be a collector, adopter, aficionado or foster failure?  Admirer  
 
Whose house is it, yours or your Dobes? We share 
 
Same for couch/ furniture.  Same as above 
 
Is your Doberman the smart one or are you?  Depends on the day 
 
Have you ever been subjected to noxious Doberman gas and how did you survive it?  Yes, open a 
window & light candles. 
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QUESTION FOR FOSTERS: 

WHEN YOU FOSTER A DOG HOW DO YOU IT GO?  WHAT ADVICE 
WOULD YOU HAVE FOR SOMEONE THINKING ABOUT FOSTERING? 

“My job is to get that dog ready for a new family. I keep that in my mind always. Greatest pleasure is when I see my 
foster leave with new family and weeks later they are just totally thrilled with that dog and they tell me Thank you. 
That’s what it’s all about.  
 
Also always keep in mind, there’s another one that needs you. “   Lisa 
 
 

 
Figure 1 Fostering can be good for your pack in socializing 

 
“I am relatively new to fostering as I now am fostering my 4th dog in about a year and a half.  My fosters were 
Sasha, Argo, Sadie and now Adele. I think I was somewhat prepared as I have taken care of family & neighbor dogs, 
some for long periods of time. So my advice.... 
 
- I treat them as my own 
- Doing that it means I fall in love with each of them.   
- Know that while it is hard to let them go that they are now part of a wonderful family that selected them! 
- I cry and I truly miss the fosters when gone.  And, I still do.  I have been fortunate that two of the three adoptee 
families have kept me updated.  And, my first I know is doing outstanding.   
 
So why?    At this time of my life, I am trying to only have one dog for a variety of reasons.  I try to remember that 
while I love having more, I truly only want one dog.    So, I am willing to help socialize and love my fosters as my 
own.  
- Dean, my rescue Doberman, is willing to share and accept the fosters.  So number one I make sure the foster, Dean 
and I can work together.   
-And while Dean has accepted all my family, neighbor, and foster dogs, he loves having just me.  He seems to 
understand the routine now.   It is good for him to be around the other dogs.  
- The joy of seeing my fosters go to their forever home is fantastic, heart warming  
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Know that you will continually want to adopt as you fall in love.  I try to put timelines out there.  I have already 
fallen in love with my fourth foster, Adele.   Just like my first three, I can see her being mine.   I do become 
protective of my fosters.  I want them to go to their forever home and be loved like I have loved them and to have a 
family that will protect them as they transition once again.  Again, my first three scored.  They have wonderful 
families and it makes me willing to love another foster like Adele and trust that she too will find her forever home. 
And, as with the others, if it is me, that is okay too! 
 
As I share my thoughts, I think I enjoy getting to know the fosters.  And I hope I help them be trusting, social, and 
good canine citizens in their new homes.  “   Charlotte 
 

 
Figure 2 One of Charlotte's fosters - Argo 

“Yes, it is always very tough to let a foster go.  You take them into your home and give them all the love and 
attention they deserve.  You help them to overcome whatever has happened to them in the past.    

What are my tips?  1) Make them part of your family and treat them as one of your own.  2) Train them as best you 
can so that when they go to a new home they will be a better dog for the new owners.   

3)  Always keep in mind that one day they will not be there.   4)  Also keep in mind that when your foster leaves 
there will always be more that need your help.   5)  Take plenty of Kleenex with you for the drive home.  6)  Give 
yourself a little break after one leaves but jump back in as soon as you can.”-----Kevin and Carol 

 

Figure 3 Maggie and Carol 
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“Letting go of a foster isn’t ever easy as they are still part of the family regardless of the time they are in foster.  
However, fosters are part of the adoption process and they play and active role in the placement.  As a result, they 
see the new prospective home and get to know the prospective family. Yes, there will tears when they go their new 
home but they will be tears of joy and you made a difference in the life of the dog and are opening your heart and 
home for yet another needy dog.”  Mark 

“Our first foster had come out of a very difficult situation where her life had never been normal.  She had been 
tossed around from home to home a few times.  We were very excited when someone applied for her and they were 
so perfect for the needs she had.  As I packed her things she knew something was up and hung her head, probably 
thinking we were giving up on her too.  I knew I had to be strong for her (my husband always is) because her 
temporary feelings would soon blossom into the best forever home.  I could not make her understand that in words.  
She did land the best home ever, they now volunteer with us and I get to see her fairly often and it is such a joyful 
thing.  What was painful for a bit in letting her go, for me and for her, turned into the most awesome thing.  It made 
us want to get out and do it again. 

So, our advice is that it’s ok to hurt when they go but don’t let the fear of those feelings keep you from the best 
feeling there is:  seeing that dog grow and be more loved than you can ever imagine.  We never have too many 
fosters!”  Holli and Kirk 

 

Figure 4  Happy Foster Reunion 
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FOSTER PARTY FOR WYATT 

The story of how one foster was able to let go 

 

Wyatt arrived in rescue over a year ago.  He came in with scars, physical scars and emotional scars.  He 
was broken, without emotion…..and he stole his foster mom’s heart.  She took him into her home and 
began the process of helping Wyatt learn to be a regular dog and to let go of the baggage.  It was a long 
process but she kept at it and slowly, he opened up and blossomed!  He went through heartworm 
treatment, and had several teeth pulled.  He got healthy emotionally and physically.  He learned to love 
people and love life. 

 

Figure 1 There is nothing like a good roll in the grass for a happy boy! 

 

Months went by and Wyatt remained in foster.   Lauren and the other volunteers wondered why no one 
applied to adopt this very special gem of a dog.  She saw the treasure that he was and she knew that 
one day the right family would see it, too. 

When the day came and his adoption was pended, she was very excited but he had been in her home 
for 11 months and she knew it was not going to be easy to let him go so she came up with a great idea.  
She threw Wyatt an adoption party! 
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Figure 2 A day to celebrate Wyatt 

 

Then adoption day arrived and she summoned her strength and courage for the big moment.   
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Figure 3 Thank you, Lauren                                  A poem Lauren is writing for Wyatt 

She prepared a special care package to go with him, including the blanket he had always had.  She 
instructed his new family carefully on all that she knew about him and with hugs and tears, she walked 
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away, but the story doesn’t end there.  Wyatt is doing great in his new home and Lauren is taking some 
time before jumping in to foster again.  She is very committed to that. 

Wyatt’s new family is crazy about him.  He has stolen his mom’s heart, a feeling Lauren knows all too 
well.  They are keeping in touch with each other.  The best is yet to be! 

 

 

Figure 4 Wyatt's forever family 

 

Note:  A special thank you to Lauren, not just for fostering but for being willing to put herself out there 
and show up front some of the emotions that can go with fostering.  It is our hope that it inspires people 
to dive in and foster!  The joy of seeing the dog go to their forever family – there’s nothing like it. 
FOSTERING SAVES LIVES. 

 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO FOSTER PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE AND FILL OUT A FOSTER APPLICATION.  WE 
PROVIDE SUPPORT, FOOD, MEDICAL CARE, CRATES.  JOIN THE TEAM!  www.doberescue-ne.org 
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WALK YOUR DOG AND EARN DONATIONS FOR THE RESCUE! 

 

Doberman Rescue of Nebraska is always looking for new, interesting, and innovative ways to 
raise funds.  Wooftrax is one such fundraiser.  Their website is called Wooftrax.com and they 
will send money to shelters and rescues.  All that is needed is to download their app onto your 
phone and when you take your dog for a walk (after you coax him down from the picnic table, 
that is.) start the app.  You can use the app even if you don’t have a dog.  If you have an iPhone 
you can even use it if you walk on a treadmill.  

So please take a few minutes to check out the Q&A below, go to Wooftrax.com and download 
the app, and start walking.    

Here is one example of what happens when you walk for a rescue: 
 
  Mid-Atlantic German Shepherd Rescue in Maryland had more than 12 active walkers this 
 week and one of them earned an instant donation in the $2,500 Steps for Pet Health 
 Challenge courtesy of Rover. Make sure that you are an active walker in the challenge 
 and your next walk could be a winning walk.  
 
 Not in the challenge? Simply go to the Challenges tab on the bottom right corner of the 
 Walk for a Dog app, tap the green right arrow to the right of the challenge, then tap 
 Join. 
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As always, Doberman Rescue of Nebraska thanks you for your support and donations. 

 General Questions 

How does the app work?  
After you download and set up the app on your smartphone, take your phone with you when you walk 
your dog(s). Simply press the Start Walking button and the app will keep track of your walk. When you 
are done with your walk, press Stop Walking. After the green heart appears next to your walk on the 
History screen, it is successfully logged for your selected organization. 

How do donations work?  
Funds from each donation period are divided among shelters and rescues based on the number of 
people who are actively walking for each organization as seen on the Impact tab of the app. The more 
active walkers per donation period, the more (and more often!) that organization receives donations. 

What is an “active walker?”  
An active walker is anyone who uses the app an average of at least once a week. So to remain an active 
walker for your selected organization, please use the app once a week (at the very least)! 

How are the donations funded? 
Our donations are funded by sponsorships and advertising, so the more people actively walking, the 
more money we can raise (from interested sponsors and advertisers), and the more we are therefore 
able to donate!  

What if I don’t have a dog? Can I still use the app?  
Absolutely! You can walk for dogs at a shelter or rescue by choosing the “Walk for Cassie” option after 
enrolling in the app for the first time. Or, create your dream dog as a walking companion by going to the 
Setup tab and adding a dog.  

Does the app use any data on my phone? 
The app does not use any data during a walk and only uses a small amount of data at the end of the 
walk to credit it to your selected organization. If you are on Wi-Fi at the end of your walk, it will not use 
any cellular data at all. 

iPhone: 

Can I walk on a treadmill, or use a stationary bike? Can I walk indoors at the mall? 
Now, if you have an iPhone 6 or greater, with the latest iOS release, you can use the Walk for a Dog app 
while walking outside or inside, or while walking on a treadmill indoors—as long as your phone is with 
you. When walking inside, or on a treadmill, the app will use your phone's internal motion sensor to 
record your walk. You will be counted as an active walker, as long as your walk tracks more than .25 
miles.  

NOTE: The iPhone 4s, 5, and 5c will only accurately track outdoor walks. To accurately track walks 
indoors you must be using an iPhone 6 or greater device. 
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Also, Walk for a Dog app now includes integration with the Apple Health app.  All walks may now be 
recorded as Activity in Apple Health. 

 

Android: 

Can I walk on a treadmill, or use a stationary bike? 
The Walk for a Dog app is designed for walking outdoors and uses GPS to track your walks. It won't show 
miles if you are walking indoors on a treadmill—in order to show a walk, you need to be changing 
location while outside. 
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HUMOR CORNER 

 

DOG SCARES AUTOMATIC DISHWASHER TO DEATH 

  

 

 

Breaking news (literally), our Doberman Rescue reporter has just learned that a foster’s 20 year old automatic 
dishwasher that had faithfully cleaned her dishes died suddenly after being stared at by one of her foster Dobermans. 

“She stalked it the entire time it was running and now it’s gone,” the distraught foster related.   “Now I’ve got to bust 
suds until the new one arrives.  I’ve never seen anything like it.” 

This makes us all ponder an even deeper question:  did this Doberman have a mechanical mind and sensed the 
dishwasher didn’t sound right?  Was that why she stayed in the kitchen and stared at it while it ran? 

Dogs can be trained to do so many things.  Think of the possibility of a dog that could predict appliance failure?  The 
possibilities are endless…… 
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MyM 
My name is Dillon and I am a 5 year old very handsome 
boy.  I have come so very far from where I was at when I 
first arrived.  The volunteers have worked with me and I 
am learning to trust other people and other dogs.  I want 
so badly to learn and to please my new family but I am still 
waiting for the right one.  How I long for them to come 
along.  I want the rest of my life to start now! 

I know basic obedience commands and am learning, with 
the help of a head collar, to walk better on lead.  At first, 
all I did was pull but that is improving all of the time.  My 
other dog skills are improving as well although I would 
likely do best with a submissive female close to my own 
size:  NO CATS OR SMALL DOGS.   

I also need to go to a home with current Doberman 
experience, someone who understands the breed and has 
had recent experience in living with and training them.  I 

need a good leader with patience to help me continue to blossom into the wonderful dog that I am. 

If you are interested in me please go to the website and review the adoption rules and area and 
complete an application at www.doberescue-ne.org 
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                    Doberman Rescue of Nebraska Summer 2018 
 
 
Thank you in advance for your support!  We at Doberman Rescue of Nebraska wish you all of 
the best. 
 
____ Yes, I would like to help you to care for the animals.  Enclosed is my gift of $_________. 
 
 
Would you please consider helping us?   
____ I would like to make a monthly pledge to support Doberman Rescue of Nebraska.  I will 
pledge a monthly amount of $________. 
 
______ I know of a business that would do a corporate sponsorship.  Here is their contact 
information:  
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
DRON is a 501 (c) (3) so all donations are tax deductible! 
 
PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO DRON, POB 390684, Omaha, NE  68139-
06384   
 
 
 
THANK YOU AGAIN!!! 
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