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Dobie Tails
Dobermans in Search and Rescue
By Shirley Hammond

 Search and Rescue has changed over the years. 
When I first became involved in SAR, in the late 
70’s, it was before the time of GPS. Many more folks 
were getting lost in those days. Since the price of the 
GPS is more affordable not as many folks get lost.  
However there are still a few that do, and the SAR 
dog (live find) is a very valuable tool.  Most folks that 
become SAR Dog Handlers love the outdoors. 

They love working with their dog and a desire to help 
their community. Combine these elements and you 
have a good SAR team prospect, but the quality of 
training of the handler, choosing the right dog and 
getting the right canine training is critical to the 
success of the team. We joined a newly formed team, 
California Rescue Dog Assoc. Most of the dogs were 
German Shepherds. 

Were they surprised when I showed up with a Dobe!  
Map and compass training was very important. I was 
raised in the woods/forests so I had a good feeling 
about the woods. I had also taken a Wilderness 
Survival Course and, I was a Girl Scout Leader, so I 
was ready to begin search dog training. I was told 
from the start that Dobes were not good candidates 
for search work. However they were willing to let me 

try, but I was constantly reminded that Dobes were 
not bred to do search work.

I was judging a tracking test at Vallejo, CA, when a 
man introduced himself as Willy Grundherr and he 
was forming a new search dog group, California 
Rescue Dog Assoc, (CARDA) and he invited me to 
a meeting in Truckee, CA. I found out that several of 
my friends were going and decided that I would go 
and find out what this was all about. I went without a 
dog. No one asked me what breed of dog I had. They 
all assumed I had a shepherd. I had a spayed bitch, 

SAR handlers and their highly trained dogs are authentic heros.  We know the stories of the earthquakes 
in Mexico City and northern California, and the attacks at Oklahoma City and the World Trade Center.  
But few know the role that SAR dogs and their handlers have played in rescues and recoveries at these 
horrific sites. What follows are the amazing and inspiring stories of search-dog trainer Shirley Hammond 
and her Dobermans Nina, Cinnamon, Spice, Sunny and Twist.  -ed

Cinnamon in Oakland after the ’91 earthquake
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black & tan Nina, a Doberman, as I said that raised 
a few eyebrows! Dobes were thought of as guard 
dogs! 

However, she had an AKC Utility degree, the 
highest Obedience degree offered by the American 
Kennel Club. She also had an AKC tracking degree, 
and the German FH tracking degree, the first Dobe 
to ever pass the test. I knew nothing about SAR 
work; accept that these folks trained their dogs to 
find lost folks. In my mind, if they could train 
shepherd dogs, I saw no reason why I should not be 
able to train my Dobe, who already demonstrated 
she was very trainable to do some highly technical 
work. So I was determined to give it a try.

The first new skill that Nina must learn was to take 
into her mouth a Bringsel, a cloth or leather 'hot dog 
shaped" object that hung from her collar whenever 
she found a lost person in training and report to me. 
Then lead me back to that lost person. Nina caught 
on to this very quickly. She liked the game, the 
praise and reward for doing this. The first part of 
the game was for Nina to watch a subject run away 
with her favorite tug toy. Then wait a few minutes 
and dash after them to get her tug. 

The game became more and more complicated. In 
order for her to get her tug she had to lead me to the 
lost person. Then she got her tug toy! We practiced a 
grid type search, going to the left and then right of a 
trail or compass bearing. Nina was very quick to 
learn this type of searching and always found her 
pretend lost subject. Soon she was pronounced ready 
to test and passed. When we got to the point in 
training, where I could drive to an area, and be 
given some map coordinates of the search area, put 
her search coat on and snap the bringsel to her collar 
and give her a command to go find, without any 
knowledge of where the pretend lost person might 
be hiding, we were ready to test.

We searched a lot of acres and had a few finds. One 
find, that was hard for me to figure out what was 

going on, was a completely new experience. We were 
searching a mountain area. Nina was behaving 
differently. All of a sudden I saw her take off down 
into and across a steep drainage up the other side of 
the mountain, maybe more than a quarter of a mile. 
In a short time Nina came back with her bringsel in 
her mouth. I followed her down into the drainage 
and up the other side to where she was with the lost 
teenager, who was injured. Nina had air scented this 
person across the drainage! 

We all had radios, so I called in the find with the 
coordinates. The Sheriffs were able to get a Forest 
Service Chopper to fly in and bring the injured 
person out.  Nina and I walked out and I was one 
proud handler. This was her most dramatic find.  

Following Nina, Cinnamon was my next search dog.  
Cinn was a red Dobe. She was trained the same as 
Nina to find and take the bringsel in her mouth and 
return to me. Cinnamon was one of the dogs 
featured in the video "Those wonderful dogs" after 
returning from Mexico.

CARDA also did disaster training, following the 
European Guidelines. So Cinn was a wilderness dog 
and a disaster dog. In 1985 the Mexico City 
earthquake happened. Ten (10) CARDA dogs 
responded to this EQ.   It was an experience I will 

Cinnamon at the Mexico City site
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never forget. Cinn had several finds, as did our team. 
150 San Antonio Abad was a clothing factory that 
had collapsed. The floors were being held up in some 
places by the huge bolts of cloth used in the industry.  
There was no way in, but a young Mexican cook had 
been climbing through this building looking and 
listening for signs of life.  

I was a member of Search team three, and we were 
assigned to this building. When we arrived and 
looked at the building in total collapse, it seemed 
impossible to search. However, this cook had 
crawled around in this there and had thought he 
heard humans, but was unable to get closer.  When 
we arrived on site and were briefed, it didn't look 
like it was searchable. Apparently some Mexican 
workers had started at the top, and with hand tools 
and buckets, made an opening down to 5 or 6 levels, 
to the floor where the Cook had crawled around and 
heard cries for help
.

The workman welded together a rebar cage, put a 
pallet on the floor and Cinn and I plus the cook were 
lifted to the roof. Then we worked our way to where 
the workers had made the shaft. The cook climbed 
down first, and then came the scary part of Cinn 
being passed from one workman to another with me 
climbing down right behind her and talking to her 
the whole way.   We finally got to the floor where 
the cook wanted Cinn to search. 

I did not speak the language, so communications 
were very simple.  I somehow communicated to the 
cook that Cinn needed to rest before we began 
searching. I needed to gather my thoughts as well. 
After a few minutes we began crawling, following the 
cook. I don't know how long we had been crawling 
when we had a large aftershock! It was the first 
aftershock that I had been aware of. There were 
small chunks of concrete and dust falling all around 
us. As I lay there wondering if I would ever get out 
of this place. I started thinking, why am I here and 
not home or at work. It was all very nerve racking to 
say the least. Soon things quieted down and we 
started following the cook. I can't remember how 
long, but we were getting close to the area where the 
cook heard what the thought were humans trapped. 

Through sign language and hand gestures, in the 
next place where Cinn and I could pass the cook, I 
gave Cinn the search command. She started off and 
we followed. Then Cinn got to a place where she 
couldn't go any farther.  She began digging at the 
rubble and started to bark. Both the cook and I 
thought we heard people calling out. I turned on my 
radio and prayed it would work in this mess. Outside 
of the search area the Westinghouse Technical Van 
was stationed and they picked up the call and relayed 
the message that the dog alerted on live people. Now 
began the task of how they would retrieve them.The 
only thing we could do was to leave. 

Cinn at Santa Cruz - intent on the 

The cage - Cinn is bottom-center
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Please Join the 
DRON Facebook 
page!

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Doberman-Rescue-of-Nebraska/
197014616979205

The cook shouted as loud as he could that help was 
on the way. Then I followed the cook back to the 
shaft where Cinn was passed from worker to worker 
with me following behind and the cook following 
close behind me. When we got out to the shaft the 
cook and I hugged each other and Cinn.

Not too long after that we were at the airport 
waiting to board the plane for home, when one of 
the US Embassy Employee’s notified our Embassy 
escort that they retrieved 12 workers from 150 San 
Antonio Abad. Some were badly injured, but were 
they were all still alive. This was perhaps the most 
important event in my total time in search work. 

For a long time after that I would dream of crawling 
through that building with the cook. I wish I had the 
presence of mind to get his name and address, as he 
will forever live in my mind. Not long after that 
Loma Prieta EQ occurred and we worked the 
Cypress Structure, San Francisco Marina, and Santa 
Cruz where Cinn discovered several bodies. Cinn 
was also deployed to the San Louis Train wreck as a 
CARDA dog, where she located several bodies and 
had a live find as well. Cinn was also certified in 

water search and was very successful with several 
finds.

The next Dobe Search Dog with CARDA was Spice, 
a black and tan female. Spice did some very nice 
search work. She was also deployed to the OK City 
bombing of the Murrah Bldg with a FEMA Task 
Force 7 out of Sacramento Area. She did not find any 
live persons, but did discover a room where they 
removed several bodies still sitting at their desks.

The next Dobe was a FEMA Disaster dog, Sunny, he 
was the son of Spice and he trained and certified 
with the FEMA Task Force 3 Team sponsored by  
Menlo Park Fire Dept. in CA. Sunny and I went to 
the WTC bombing with Task Force 3 team. Sunny 
was a trained live find dog, however the building that 
we did a lot of training in was also used by our local 
Cadaver Team. 

Sunny's most important find was of a fallen fire 
fighter that was buried in the rubble. Sunny was 
searching and found a spot that he kept returning to.  
He didn't bark, just pawed the area. Later in the day 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Doberman-Rescue-of-Nebraska/197014616979205
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Doberman-Rescue-of-Nebraska/197014616979205
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Doberman-Rescue-of-Nebraska/197014616979205
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Doberman-Rescue-of-Nebraska/197014616979205
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a fireman stopped me on the way to lunch and told 
me they had found their brother buried where Sunny 
pawed. Sunny didn't know how to tell me that the 
man was dead  but did his best to communicate by 
pawing the ground, not barking which would 
indicate it was a live find.

Following Sunny was Twist, a red female, that 
certified in cadaver search. Twist was not a CARDA 
dog, but a member of Canine Specialized Search 
Team, that was a voluntary asset of the Santa Clara 
County Sheriffs department. Twist had several 
successful finds and worked on some interesting 
cases. She passed over the rainbow bridge in August 
of 2010. This more or less brought and end to my 
search dog career with Dobermans.  

At the age of 76, I feel that is too old to do Search & 
Rescue or Disaster work, so I retired form these 
endeavors. I still train and work with another 
volunteer group, Institute for Canine Forensic. 

I do have another dog.  One of the trainers that I 
worked with over the years had a lovely litter of 
Rottweiler’s and he sends these young pups home 
with folks that he trusted for an overnight 
experience with those folks he trusted for 
overnights. 

Twist, my husband and I all fell in love with this 
puppy that came for an overnight and never went 
home. Her name is Remie and she is in training for 
Historical Search. 

People often ask me what it takes to be a successful 
dog handler. A candidate has to have the desire to 
try to help the community they live in by giving of 
their time. They have to be able to leave when ever 
the phone rings, day or night. 

Most are on pagers, (more recently cell phones) and 
when the call comes they have to be able to leave 
within hours of being notified of the search call. 
This means if they are employed they have to leave 
work, which means that the employer has to agree to 

their doing this community service. If they are 
married with a family, plans have to be in place so 
this can occur. It takes some arrangements and 
cooperation of your family and work-place to do this 
volunteer job. 

Many are amazed that these folks take time out of 
their lives on a voluntary basis to help a lost person. 
The members of the FEMA teams are paid, but it is 
a very big commitment. I am married and have three 
adult children, and three grandchildren, and a great 
grand child. 

At this point in my life I have no plans to get 
another search and rescue dog. Somehow those hills 
and mountains have become too steep, and I enjoy 
sleeping in my bed. I hope to go on some historical 
searches with Remie when she is certified. I have 
gone on several searches with this group as a support 
person.It is amazing to me how these trained dogs 
can detect the scent of 100 or more year old graves. 
I no longer do Search and Rescue work and have 
resigned from the FEMA   Task Force 3, where I 
was the canine coordinator responsible for the 
training of the dog handlers and dogs and going on 
deployments.

I am still a volunteer member of Institute for Canine 
Forensics, an organization that uses dogs to detect 
very old Native American graves, old pioneer 
cemeteries and occasionally cold cases. 

I no longer have a Dobe, but have a young 
Rottweiler, that is in training with this group for 
historical detection. It keeps me busy and working 
with dogs, which I love.  

There are several different types of Search & Rescue 
dogs. To begin with there is the Wilderness Search & 
Rescue Dog. Then within this group there are 
subdivisions, there are trailing dogs like the 
Bloodhound, but can be different breeds, that are 
used to find a lost subject. 
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There are the water-search dogs that are used to 
recover the drowned subject. There are scent-
specific search dogs that are most helpful in 
populated areas to find lost people. These dogs 
work from a scent article, but range free like the 
wilderness search dog, but are only looking for a 
specific scent of one person. 

Then there are the Avalanche dogs that search in 
the snow to find subjects buried in the snow. In 
choosing a dog for search there are some specific 
qualities a handler may be looking for. Some like to 
get puppies and raise the puppy to do the work they 
choose. When looking at puppies one must pay 
attention to the pups attitude of a stranger. If the 
pup is fearful of new people, this is most likely not a 
good candidate. 

Some handlers use various tests. One test is to 
check and see if the pup is sound sensitive. Will the 
pup recover and investigate a sound that startled it. 
In a litter situation, if you toss a bone into a pen 
with pups watch to see what pup is most dominant. 
The pup that grabs the bone and defends it will 
need a very strong handler, the pup that pursues but 
doesn’t succeed may be a good choice as well. Test 
for sound sensitivity. There are several good puppy 
evaluations that one can use. 

The no-no, is do not choose a fearful puppy. There 
are some breeds that have been used over and over 
again as search dogs, such as the German shepherd. 
Just because it is a GSD, does not mean it is a good 
candidate. You have to look at all aspects of the dog 
to determine if this is a good candidate for the type 
of search work you want to do. There are many 
good German Shepherd search dogs, there are many 
good Golden Retrievers, Labradors and other 
breeds as well.  Know about the breed, and whether 
you want to live with all the qualities. 

I’ve been asked if cadaver dogs become depressed 
when finding a dead body. It’s an interesting 
question.  It has been my observation that most 
often it’s the handler that is depressed.  However, 
some handler sensitive dogs can mimic the handler’s 

reactions. Most cadaver dogs are cadaver specific 
and do not do live-person searches.  

Most handlers do not cross-train their dogs. A 
cadaver dog is trained on the decomposing flesh of 
humans. The way handlers obtain the training 
source is another story. The most ready available 
source is human blood. In some cases placenta is 
used. The midwife is usually responsible for the 
disposal of the placenta.  Many would rather give 
the cadaver dog handler the placenta, as it is used 
for a good cause, rather that dispose of otherwise. 

The most rewarding experience I’ve had in SAR 
would have to be the Mexico City earthquake and 
the finding of live victims at 150 San Antonio Abad. 

Most Canine search organizations require the 
handlers to have advanced first aid and CPR, to take 
Navigation classes, Map and compass class, some 
require EMT training.  I was an EMT and an RN. 
The FEMA  teams have a lot more classes besides 
the one mentioned, yearly physicals, breath test 
with fitted mask, WMD classes, to name a few. I 
was lucky in that I knew some folks that were in 
SAR and they gave me a lot of guidance. 

Then I joined an organization, the California 
Rescue Dog Association. Their training was based 
on the Swiss Search team teachings. The group was 
divided in wilderness, disaster and avalanche 
disciplines. It was suggested that you only train in 
one discipline.

When I showed up with my Female Dobe, AKC 
UDT dog, I was told that we would not be suited 
for Avalanche and possibly not for search work at 
all. That was fine with me as I was not a skier, but it 
seemed that it shouldn't make that much difference 
what breed, as long as the dog could do the work.

Hope this helps! Shirley Hammond
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Search and 
Rescue Q and A
by Elaine Sawte"

Q – What type of person does it take to get 
involved in search and rescue? 

A – Oddly enough, we look for the same traits in 
the handler as we do a prospective canine:  
Physically active, mentally stable, team player; 
one who enjoys training and loves to play the 
game.  Natural ability  is much more important 
than previous dog training experience.

Q – What drew you into the world of SAR?  How 
long have you worked in it?

A - Many years ago I saw a canine handler on the 
TODAY show with Jane Pauley. The handler was 
explaining how the dog used its nose to find 
things and placed some keys in a potted plant.  
The dog ignored the entire television set -- bright 
lights, Jane Pauley and all – and quickly found the 
keys.  That dog was a red Doberman named 
Cinnamon and that handler was Shirley 
Hammond.  Having done some scent work and 
having had Dobermans, I was totally impressed!

Later, my husband and I were support personnel 
for the newly formed Missouri Search & Rescue 
K9.  Much later, when my daughter had gone off 
to college, I had the time (and the right dog) to 
become a handler, first with MoSar K9 and 

subsequently  with FEMA, the National Response 
System.

Elaine Sawtell and Ditto
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K9 Ditto and I started in 1991 and she retired in 
2003.  She was certified and active in wilderness 
search, cadaver (land and water), evidence 
recovery and FEMA disaster search.  She died in 
2005 at the age of 14-1/2.  Her father was the 
Doberman that lived across the road from her 
mother, who was an Australian Cattle Dog (Blue 
Heeler); thus she was a purebred Bluberman.

K9 Kachi was certified as a FEMA disaster search 
canine from 2005 through 2010, when we both 
retired from search work.  He is a Labrador and is 
8-1/2 years old.

Q – What training is involved for the people?

A – The human half of the team complements the 
canine half.   As related to the canine, the human  
must be proficient in theories of scent, canine 
behavior/training, conditioning, canine first aid 
and search tactics in varied environments 
(wilderness, water, disaster, etc).  In addition the 
human must know at least basic first aid, map and 
compass (now GPS), lost person behavior, have a 
working knowledge of  incident command, 
hazmat, and related topics.  For those involved 
with the National Response System, there are 

many more requirements..  There a lot involved 
besides just training a dog.

Q – What different types of SAR dogs are there?  
Do they specialize?

A - In general, SAR is two categories:  live 
victims and cadaver.  Live find dogs may be 
trained in tracking/trailing or air scenting.  In 
wilderness searching, tracking/trailing dogs 
follow a specific scent along the path traveled by 
the person; whereas air-scenting dogs work into or 
across wind currents to locate generic live human 
scent.  An air-scenting dog uses the wind to find 
the victim much like a bird dog hunting for quail.  
A good wilderness search dog will use a 
combination of air scenting and tracking/trailing 
in locating victims.

In disaster search, dogs are air-scenting.  The 
difference is the disaster dog is working in a 
totally  foreign environment (not like a romp 
through the woods), which is likely quite chaotic, 
unstable, unpleasant, with a very  complicated 
scent picture and victims that are concealed and 
inaccessible. 

The cadaver (human remains) dog is, of course, 
trained to locate deceased in various stages of 
decomposition and varied environments, 
including wilderness, water, disaster and buried.

There are also evidence recovery or article search 
dogs.  In broad general terms, an article search 
dog is looking for something with human scent on 
it or something that just does not belong in that 
environment.

Many, if not most, wilderness search dogs are 
cross-trained in cadaver and article search, and in 

Ditto at the World Trade Center
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the early years of FEMA, our dogs came from 
wilderness search groups.

Since in a disaster, it is likely  to have both dead 
and live victims, it is vital that the handler clearly 
understands which the canine is indicating.  The 
dog certainly has no trouble differentiating 
between the two, but a miscommunication may 
lead to valuable time wasted recovering a dead 
victim while live victims are overlooked.  
Therefore, as related to disaster search, I believe 
in one dog, one job.  Each is vital.

Q – What qualities do you look for when picking a 
dog to do this kind of work?

A – Ideally, same answer as the handler – 
physically and mentally fit  (not shy  or sound 
sensitive), a team player (not dog or people 
aggressive), natural ability  (agile, good drive and 
focus), one who loves to play the game.  In 
addition, I like a dog who likes people.  I consider 
this an advantage over a strictly high-drive dog.

Q – Are there any breeds that are particularly 
good at it?

A - Individuals from the working, herding and 
hunting breeds.  I believe the majority of FEMA-
certified canines are Labrador Retrievers; 
however, there are outstanding dogs from many 
breeds as well as mixed breed dogs.

Q – Do the dogs ever wear foot or eye protection?  
Why or why not?

A – In my experience, I have used boots when we 
are on standby status on a black asphalt or tar 
parking lot to protect the dog’s feet  from the heat.  
I can see where they would be used in an area 
with hazmat such as a garage or shop with 
antifreeze or fuel on the floor.  As far as active 

searching in a disaster environment, boots are not 
effective because they affect the dog’s agility.  
The dog’s feet  are amazingly tough, and they 
handle most environments without major injury. 

I have had no experience with eye protection for 
dogs; however, when flying in military aircraft or 
helicopters, I use ear protection for my canine.

Incidentally, the only  boots I have found that stay 
on are Ruffwear Bark’n Boots, Grip Trex.

Q – What kind of training is involved for a dog?

A – Whether the goal is live find, cadaver or 
evidence/article recovery, in very general terms 
the process is to (1) develop a reward system 
(motivation) for the dog – something that is more 
important to him than anything else; usually a toy; 
(2) teach the behavior by  breaking down into 
individual steps, usually starting with the alert 
first, then step by step until the dog knows the 
behavior; (3) then adding variables to determine if 
the dog truly understands (4) then proofing the 
behavior.  

Elaine and Ditto at the WTC
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Since we can never duplicate the disaster scenario, 
or even some wilderness scenarios, it  is vital that 
the dog knows his job, no matter what he’s faced 
with. And since we can never duplicate the 
disaster or wilderness scent picture, it is vital that 
the dog knows the alert so well that it is his default 
response when he makes a find.

It is just as important that the handler knows the 
dog well enough and understands scent to a degree 
that he can interpret  what his dog is telling him.   
Just as  important that the handler does not, by  his 
actions, lead the dog into an alert that the dog 
would not otherwise make.  Developing this 
teamwork takes careful, step-by-step training, 
objectivity and lots of practice.  Knowledgeable, 
supportive teammates are invaluable.

Q – Does it take a special kind of personality to be 
a cadaver dog and do the cadaver dogs get 
depressed if they don’t occasionally find a live 
victim?  What kind of special training does a 
cadaver dog get?

A – In general, a dog can be trained for either live 
find or cadaver.  However, some canines have an 
aversion to cadaver; some have an affinity for it.  

Aversion can be overcome, but it’s nice if the dog 
takes right to it

 In my experience, working/finding cadaver does 
not depress a dog; however, there is a difference in 
body language.  Also, the handler’s response to 
such a find may affect the dog.   

Dogs cross-trained in live and cadaver may show 
more animation for a live victim simply because 
they  believe the reward will be coming from the 
victim.  

Q – Do you have a rescue story that really stands 
out as one of your favorite moments?

A – Different searches stand out for different 
reasons; some for the result and some just because 
you know what a good, honest job your dog did 
under really tough conditions.

In the early 90s, MoSAR K9 responded to Table 
Rock Lake in southern Missouri where a young 
water-skier had been run over by  a drunken boater, 
severing her arm.  Ditto, along with Pistol, a GSD, 
indicated an area in the lake 60 feet from the 
shore.  Divers located the arm in 30 feet of water 
10 feet from where we dropped the marker buoy.

In 2007, our FEMA task force, Nebraska Task 
Force 1, from Lincoln, responded to the 
Greensburg, KS, F-5 tornado.  Since this was 
Kachi’s first deployment and he did not have the 
previous wilderness experience of Ditto, I didn’t 
know how he would perform in a real situation. 
Once he figured out we were really working, he 
searched well, ignoring dead animals, food, 
sewage, roofing nails, broken glass, noise, people, 
all the things we face in a disaster. Our mission 
was cadaver as well as live, and since Kachi had 

Elaine’s favorite Ditto pose
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had only exposure to cadaver but no alert training, 
I was watchful for any odd behavior.  

I sent him to search a destroyed house where we 
knew the only casualty was the owner’s dog.  As 
the owner stood by, Kachi picked his way through 
the rubble and paused and looked at me.  It  was 
not an alert, but I could tell he had something.  So 
I climbed to where he was standing.  Looking 
down, I saw the body of the owner’s dog, an old 
Miniature Pinscher.  I asked the lady if she wanted 
us to retrieve his body  and she said yes.  Our task 
force engineer came to help  me pull the boards off 
his body.  As I reached down to pick him up, the 
little dog opened his eyes!  No one was more 
surprised than me that Cherokee was still alive!  It 
may  be a small thing to save a 14-year-old dog, 
but it  meant the world to a lady who had lost 
everything.

But here is the deeper meaning – Kachi had 
passed by dead pets, wild animals, rabbits, birds.  
But when he came to Cherokee, who had been 
four nights and four days buried, he of course 
knew this one was different – he was alive.  He 
didn’t alert, he didn’t even act like he was going 
to alert, but he knew he needed to let  me know 
what he had found.  How cool is that?

Q – What was your worst moment? 

A -  Hands down, World Trade Center, looking 
into the desperate eyes of firefighters and 
policemen who had lost so much.  Having Ditto 
working scent, only to be called off because of the 
danger.  Seeing the destruction and understanding, 
if only a little, the cause and the consequences.

Q – How does the Doberman breed do over all in 
search and rescue?

A – I’ll leave that one to Shirley.  I can say  that 
my half Doberman (yes, I met both her mother 
and father), had the intelligence, agility and 
trainability of a Doberman.

Q – Do you have any additional things you would 
like to add?

A – Only  to say thank you to Shirley for all that 
she has contributed to SAR, to Dobermans, and to 
me personally.  She was one of my very  first  and 
most influential mentors, and I hope that we have 
the chance to see each other again sometime in the 
future.
 

Cherokee is alive!   After 4 days buried 
in rubble from the Greensburg, Kansas 
tornado, Kachi located the 14-year-old 
min-pin.
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Sienna -

 “I don’t remember this couch being so 
lumpy .... Oh.  Sorry Rosie, my bad...”

Ayla, Jonah and Popsicle -
 
“Very funny, take the 
picture already and give up 
the cookies”

... member photos
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Halloween 2011 !
......It’s a quiet day in Dobie World.  
Carlie prepares for Halloween and tries 
out her Harley Davidson costume and 
dreams about heading out on the 
highway in a sidecar while Sheebs 
blasts “Born to Be Wild” on the stereo.  
Carlie is about to tell Sheebs who the 
“wild” one in the household is but then 
who should appear but…..

...Sailor the Batboy……and 
SuperWalker!!!!!  Why, none of 
us have ever seen our hero in 

costume before!

The Further Adventures of ...

...Super Walker --

...That’s how it is in the super- 
hero realm, even for dogs.  One 
minute you are just an ordinary 
dog enjoying a nice day out with 

the family and the next they 
expose your real identity by 

revealing you in your costume 
and your cover is blown!  

Everybody knows the costume is 
just a prop!



  DOBERMAN RESCUE OF NEBRASKA                                                   NOVEMBER  2011

! PAGE 14

....Our hero and his sidekick are wondering how they will save the world from danger 
when they now have to worry about ripping their capes or spilling food down the front 
of their suits.  What if they get a run in their leotards?  Will the job still get done?  
No wonder SuperWalker and his new sidekick Sailor the Batboy look so mortified.  
Somehow saving the world from danger and facing the bad guys is easier than wearing 
these costumes....

Wait !!  ….what’s that sound??!

....It’s Bat Girl Gracie sending a 
message by howl-a-gram.    

Trouble is afoot!!

“I’m ready to help, Gracie.  Bur first 
can you use your laser eyes to get me 
out of this costume?  It’s giving me a 

snuggy!”
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....Gracie is concentrating very hard on her own super 
powers.  

Will she succeed in freeing our hero and Sailor from 
their costumes?  

Will Carlie get that ride in the motorcycle side car?  
Will Sheebs put on some music that Carlie doesn’t like?  

Will Superwalker get a type of diaper rash from the 
snuggy his costume gave him?  

Will the world stay safe while all of these questions 
are being sorted out?

....”Well, how would I know?  I’m 
just Carlie.  I don’t write these 
stupid things!  The writer better 
not ask for a raise either.  

I’m just in it for the joy of 
lounging for the camera.  
Sheebs?  Oh, Sheebs?  Bring me 
a drink, will you?”
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OK, he’s not dressed as a 
Superhero, but Walker is 
SUPER happy to re-unite 
with Super-foster-dad 
Patrick!

...epilog
Super 
Walker !
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Statistical 
Information for 2010

 

Intake (live animals 
– see description 
below)

75

Adoptions (dogs/cats 
– see description 
below)

63

Returned to Guardians 
(see description 
below)

0

Transfer to Other 
Organizations (see 
description below)

0

Total Euthanasia (see 
description below)

0

How We’re Doing ....
Here are our adoptions statistics for 2010, 
congratulations and many thanks to the officers, 
board and especially the adoption families and foster 
families!

This was in the last newsletter, but it’s worth taking 
another look at.  Congratulations to everybody who 
worked so hard to make these successful adoptions 
happen!   -ed
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Magnus earns his CD!
We’ve all been following Magnus and his progression through 
obedience training.  This fall he passed the tests for the AKC 
Companion Dog designation, congratulations!

Magnus and Larry Sheets scored second highest 
in the  St. Paul AKC show with 190 points out of 
200!
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Contact Us:

Doberman Rescue of Nebraska
POB 390684

OMAHA NE 68139-0684

(402) 614-4495

dron95@yahoo.com

http://www.doberescue-ne.org

Credits
DRON is
 
President:  Holli Sampson
Vice President:  Mark Morello
Treasurer:  Jerry Sorbel
Secretary:  Stephanie Auschwitz

Board Members:

Jay Wise
Kevin Jespersen
Kirk Sampson
Cory Porter
Lisa Taylor

Trainers:    Stephanie Auschwitz and Patrick Ryan
Newsletter:  Holli Sampson and Jay Wise
Adoption Coordinator: Lisa Taylor
Correspondence Secretary:  Kristi Jones

And many many other wonderful volunteers who work tirelessly 
to save lives!

mailto:dron95@yahoo.com
mailto:dron95@yahoo.com
http://www.doberescue-ne.org
http://www.doberescue-ne.org
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President’s Message by Ho"i Sampson

Dear DRON Friends,
 
Where has 2011 gone?   Here we are almost to the start of the holiday season.  I 
hope it will be a wonderful holiday season for all of you and that 2012 will shine 
brighter too.
 
This month’s issue focuses on Dobermans that have been used in Search and Rescue 
and two wonderful ladies who have shared their stories with us.  It is amazing what 
dogs can be trained to do and how they will risk their very lives to save others.  I 
hope you enjoy these stories and that they inspire you and remind you that even in 
tough times there is hope in the world we live in.
 
2011 was a difficult year in many ways.  Adoptions were down.  Intake was up.  A 
lot of people have fallen on very hard times.   Throughout the year, the volunteers 
have worked tirelessly with our rescue dogs.  I want to take this opportunity to thank 
those whose serve up front in the rescue and sacrifice so much. 
 
We also appreciate all of the adopters and others who make this rescue what it is.  
Thank you all.
 
The rescue has felt the pressure of the economy in many ways.    Adoptions are 
down.   Amount of dogs needing help has not lessened but our regular monthly 
contributions have.  We know these are difficult times for so many.  If you would 
like to become a regular contributor we sure would appreciate the donations.   All 
donations are tax deductible.  Your prayers and encouragement also mean a great 
deal to us.
 
Donations may be sent to the rescue address at:
 
DRON
POB 390684
Omaha, NE  68139-0684
 
Thank you all again.  Enjoy the newsletter and I’ll write again in early 2012!
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 We need your help!   

Doberman Rescue welcomes your donations and help of any kind!

____ Yes, I would like to help you to care for the animals.  
Enclosed is my gift of $_________.

____ I would like to make a monthly pledge to support 
Doberman Rescue of Nebraska.  I will pledge a monthly amount of $________.

____ I know of a business that would do a corporate sponsorship.  
Here is their contact information:

____________________________________________________________________________________

DRON is a 501 (c) (3) organization, so all donations are tax deductible!

PLEASE MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO DRON,  
ATTN:  HOLLI SAMPSON 
POB 390684
Omaha, NE  68139-0684

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING EVEN IF YOU ARE NOT DONATING:

NAME:        ______________________________________

ADDRESS:  ______________________________________

                   ______________________________________

EMAIL ADDRESS (WE WILL NOT SELL THIS TO ANYONE!)_____________________

PHONE NUMBER: (_____) - _______-_____________

____I AM INTERESTED IN BEING A VOLUNTEER.  PLEASE CONTACT ME!

TELL US ABOUT YOUR DOG:  

THANK YOU AGAIN!
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Doberman Rescue of Nebraska

POB 390684

OMAHA NE 68139-0684

DRON ADOPTION SITE 
DATES --
All times 12PM-3PM 
unless otherwise noted

     
1/7 – Petco – 125th & L
1/14 – Petsmart –Jones
1/21 – Petco – 125th & L
           Bookworm – Countryside Village 11A-3P
1/28– Petsmart – Oakview
2/4 – Petco – 125th & L
2/11 – Petsmart – Jones
2/18 - Petco – 125th & L
           Bookworm – Countryside Village 11A-3P
2/25 – Petsmart – Oakview
3/3 – Petco – 125th & L
3/10 – Petsmart – Jones
3/17 - Petco – 125th & L
           Bookworm – Countryside Village 11A-3P 

3/24 – Petsmart – Oakview
3/31 – Petsmart – Jones
4/7 – Petco – 125th & L
4/14 – Petsmart – Jones
4/21 - Petco – 125th & L
           Bookworm – Countryside Village 11A-3P 
4/28 – Petsmart – Oakview
5/5 – Petco – 125th & L
5/12 – Petsmart – Jones
5/19 - Petco – 125th & L
           Bookworm – Countryside Village 11A-3P 
5/26– Petsmart – Oakivew
6/2 -  Petco – 125th & L
6/9 – Petsmart – Jones

Come visit our adoption sites!  We also show dogs in 
Lincoln every Saturday at the 27th St.  Petsmart from 11-2


